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Masonry Restoration of Fort Johnstown - Johnstown, NY

Lacey Thaler Reilly Wilson Architecture & Preservation,
LLP is a full-service architecture firm specializing in

the renovation, restoration, and adaptive reuse of our
nation’s existing and historic buildings. Located in
historic Albany, New York, we provide a disciplined
but nimble approach to the preservation and reuse
of our existing building stock.

The partners are recognized experts in the historic
preservation field, with over a century of combined
project experience on dozens of local, state, and
federally- designated landmarks. We creatively solve
the challenges of modern occupancy and efficiency
requirements without compromising the integrity
of existing structures.

We have worked on projects that have won over two
dozen design and preservation awards around the
country, including two projects achieving the National
AIA Honor Award for Architecture, our profession’s highest
honor. We have prepared numerous studies, and
completed restoration and renovation projects for state,
federal and international clients such as the United
Nations, New York, NY; the National Archives and Records
Administration, Washington, D.C.; The National Park
Service, and Save Ellis Island; and comprehensive
infrastructure projects at the New York State and
Washington State Capitols.

Lacey Thaler Reilly Wilson Architecture and Preservation,
LLP is passionate about bringing new life to our
governmental structures, locally and nationally. We are
dedicated to the  renovation, restoration, and adaptive
reuse of existing structures.



▪    Restoration and Renovation of Existing Buildings
▪    Preservation and Conservation of Historic Buildings
▪    Adaptive Reuse of Existing Buildings
▪    Envelope Restoration
▪    Interior Design
▪    Facility Renewal
▪    Additions
▪    Preparation of National Register Applications
▪    Assistance with Historic Preservation Applications
▪    Preparation of Historic Tax Credit Applications
▪    Historic Structure Reports
▪    Building Condition Reports
▪    Feasibility Studies
▪    Program Development

SERVICES

Envelope Restoration of the Old Albany Academy - Joseph Henry Building



The four partners have decades of experience working together in nationally-recognized offices, they have completed
award-winning projects on some of the most historically significant buildings across the country and abroad.

PARTNERS

A founding partner of the firm, Beth has broad experience in the
management, design and implementation of a wide range of projects,
both large and small. She has extensive experience and depth of
knowledge in creating design and technical solutions for many building
types. She employs a highly responsive programming and design
approach that yields specific and unique results for commercial,
educational, residential, and religious structures.

As a nationally recognized expert in Historic Preservation, Mark has been
responsible for the renovation and restoration of some of our nation’s

most significant landmarks, including buildings at Ellis Island, Valley
Forge, the Washington State Capitol, and numerous colleges and

universities across the country. His collaborative working style enables
holistic solutions that incorporate the best of what our past has to offer.

Steve is a AIA member and LEED Accredited Professional with more
than 25 years’ experience working on some of the most important
historic structures in the United States. He has a strong materials
conservation and technical background, and is particularly
experienced with projects involving preservation, restoration, adaptive
reuse and contextual additions.

Dan has been a practicing architect for over twenty years. He has
worked for one of the most respected historic preservation firms in the

nation. During this period of time, Dan was involved with the restoration
of many historic landmark buildings including the Basilica of the

Assumption, African Meeting House, and the New York State Assembly
Chamber.
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MULTIPLE PROJECTS

CITY OF ALBANY
ALBANY, NY

Over the past two years, LTRW has been responsible for roofing
and masonry repairs on over a dozen municipally owned
historic buildings for the City of Albany.

These projects included investigation, design and construction
administration services. Some examples of these projects have
taken place at:

▪ Albany Police Department South Station.
▪ Albany Visitors Center
▪ Arbor Hill Firehouse
▪ Brevator Firehouse
▪ City Court Facilities
▪ City Hall
▪ City of Albany Criminal Justice Building.
▪ Fire Station 11
▪ Fire Station 7
▪ Lincoln Park Bath house
▪ Palace Theater
▪ Tenant Farmers’ Residence at the Normanskill Farm
▪ Washington Park Lake House



RESTORATION

GUY PARK MANOR
NEW YORK STATE CANAL CORPORATION
AMSTERDAM, NY

Historic Guy Park Manor was originally constructed in 1774 for
Guy Johnson, by his uncle and father-in-law Sir William Johnson,
the British Superintendent for Indian Affairs in colonial New
York.

In 2011, the historic house, canal structures and site suffered
severe damage during Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm
Lee. Emergency stabilization was quickly undertaken to save
the building, and site walls along the canal were temporarily
stabilized.

The first phase of the project to restore the functioning canal
structures is nearing completion; the next phase of the work
involves the restoration and renovation of the Manor to
become the new headquarters for the New York State Canal
Corporation, and provide public access and interpretation
of the overall site.

For restoration and adaptive reuse of the historic manor,
Lacey Thaler Reilly Wilson Architecture & Preservation, LLP has
provided preservation consulting through the stabilization,
programming and schematic design phases, and is currently
working to complete construction bid documents for the
Manor.  As part of the renovation, the building will be raised
seven feet above the Base Flood Elevation on site to protect
against future flooding.

LTRW’s scope of the work includes the comprehensive
restoration of the building envelope, refurbishing historic
masonry, windows, doors, and roofing; at the interior essential
renovations of systems and spaces will be complementary to
historically sensitive areas, with restoration of historic finishes,
lighting and period hardware.



MASONRY RESTORATION

SPIRIT OF LIFE & SPENCER TRASK
MEMORIAL
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY

In 1913, Katrina Trask and George Foster Peabody commissioned
a memorial in honor of Spencer Trask’s work in preserving and
protecting the healing waters of Saratoga Springs in Congress
Park.

Originally developed in 1806, Congress Park is a National
Landmark and a critical component of historic Saratoga Springs.
The Spirit of Life and Spencer Trask Memorial was a major feature
of the park’s expansion in 1913.

Artist Daniel Chester French, along with architect Henry Bacon,
creators of the Lincoln Memorial, designed the monument at
the east end of Congress Park featuring the triumphant winged
figure known as the Spirit of Life.  The memorial was completed
in 1915 including the surrounding landscape by landscape
architect, Charles Wellford Leavitt.

Dan Wilson of LTRW was the lead architect for the restoration
of this important memorial. Working with Martha Lyon
Landscape Architecture, LLC, we developed a landscaping
plan returning Leavitt’s design, dealt with modern site
constraints and balanced the needs of the masonry
memorial with the needs of returning the landscape to its
historic condition.

The project scope for the memorial itself involved the
restoration, cleaning and repointing of the deteriorated
limestone and cast-stone components, as well as fully
cleaning and restoration of the bronze and stone statuary.
Additional work included stucco restoration and repairs to
the fountain’s plumbing systems.

The project was completed in June 2015 for unveiling on the
memorial’s centennial celebration. Today, the memorial,
surrounding landscape and sculpture have become a defining
symbol of the City of Saratoga Springs, recognized by residents
and visitors alike.



RESTORATION

RECREATION PAVILION, SAVE
ELLIS ISLAND
ELLIS ISLAND, NEW YORK HARBOR

Planned as part of a larger redevelopment plan, the Recreation
Pavilion is in a group of unoccupied but stabilized buildings
managed in a partnership between Save Ellis Island and the
National Park Service. It is one of the most recognizable
structures on the Island, originally used as a place for respite and
as part of the outdoor recuperative process for immigrants
quarantined before finally arriving in America.

In 2008 the first phase of work was started to assess and provide
construction documents for the restoration of the recreation
pavilion as part of the open space development on the Island.
Steve Reilly and Mark Thaler worked with Save Ellis Island and
the National Park Service on design development documents.
In 2014 Lacey Thaler Reilly Wilson Architecture & Preservation,
LLP were contracted to complete the construction documents
phase of the work on the pavilion. Bids have recently been
received and restoration will be completed in 2019.

The 1932 pavilion along with many other buildings had suffered
greatly from water damage and neglect.  Work to restore the
pavilion will include restoration and replication of deteriorated
and missing terracotta tile; restoration of wood doors; restoration
of steel windows; replacement of the built-up roofing, metal
flashings and copings; and restoration of the brick walls and
piers.

The pavilion fronts on the great lawn on the south side of Ellis
Island. Once restored it will provide a venue for public and
private events, provide for a small office and enclosed storage.

The scope of the work also includes design and construction of
a new accessible entrance door and paddle operating system
from the port cochere to the main interior foyer.



ENVELOPE RESTORATION

ALBANY CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
ACADEMY PARK, ALBANY, NY

The original home of Albany Academy, the red sandstone
building constructed in 1815 follows the designs of Philip Hooker,
one of the most important architects in the United States at the
time. Considered one of the most important Federal-style
buildings in the United States, it was listed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1971 and later became a
contributing member of the Lafayette Park Historic District.

The Albany Academy occupied the building from its initial
construction until 1935, when it was renovated following designs
by another venerable Albany architect, Marcus T. Reynolds,
for its current use as the City of Albany School District
Administrative Offices. Reynolds wrote extensively of his respect
and admiration for Hooker’s work, so much so, that he precisely
duplicated several original details in the new building he
designed for Albany Academy.

LTRW was contracted to carefully survey and document the
problems of repair for the windows and general masonry
construction. This was followed by a detailed analysis and
development of recommendations and construction cost
estimates for both restoration and replication for the existing
windows.

Through archival and existing conditions analysis it was
determined that the windows are almost exact replicas of the
original windows, but installed during the Reynolds renovation
campaign in 1935.

Lacey Thaler Reilly Wilson Architecture & Preservation LLP,
prepared construction documents for the restoration of the
envelope, and construction was completed in December
2016.



MULTIPLE PROJECTS
CITY OF AMSTERDAM, NY
AMSTERDAM, NY

Lacey Thaler Reilly Wilson has had the pleasure to work with the
City of Amsterdam on several projects, two of which include:

Amsterdam City Hall Portico - LTRW recently completed the
restoration of the rear southeast portico of City Hall. This historic
1870s Italianate mansion was home to Stephen Sanford before
being donated to the City of Amsterdam to become City Hall
in 1932. The Sanford Mansion was the home of Stephen Sanford,
eldest son to John Sanford who is considered to be the father
of the carpet industry, putting Amsterdam on the map. Scope
of the restoration included documentation of the existing design
and construction, salvage and storage of reusable items,
refurbishment of ironwork, installation of new cast stone cornices
and entablatures, installation of new roofing and counter
flashing, and reinstallation of ironwork. In addition to the
restoration scope LTRW provided canvas retractable awnings
on the ground floor and second floor levels similar to the historic
original units.

Mohasco Power House Study - Lacey Thaler Reilly Wilson worked
with the City of Amsterdam on a feasibility study to assist in
determining the extent of utilization of the former powerhouse
of the old Mohasco Carpeting Company plant as a historic point
of interest for tours along the proposed North Chuctanunda
Creek Trail. The project entailed a structural assessment and
recommendations for safety and feasibility of the inclusion of
part of the building and the bridge over the creek as part of the
public trail.



MULTIPLE PROJECTS

CITY OF GAITHERSBURG, MD
GAITHERSBURG, MD

The City of Gaithersburg, Maryland is located in one of the
fastest growing areas on the east coast. It is undergoing extreme
development pressures relative to its proximity to the expansion
of the Washington, DC metropolitan area. LTRW has had the
pleasure to work on two projects there:

England-Crown Farm Survey and Analysis - With a rich
agricultural past, there were once a number of large farms within
the city’s boundaries. The last of these was the  England-Crown
Farm which had been deemed eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places by the Maryland Historical Trust in 1996
and listed as a historic resource for the City of Gaithersburg and
surrounding Montgomery County, Maryland. The farm was
recently sub-divided to create over 2,200 high-density housing
units. As part of the re-development, the remaining original farm
buildings and 5 acres were deeded to the city for use as a park.

LTRW prepared a conditions analysis of the five remaining
structures dating from the 1850s through the 1970s and
developed a plan for their reuse within the context of a new city
park. We then identified alternative uses that could work with
the historic structures including a farmers market, agricultural
museum, passive recreation, and community event site and
developed budget costs for repairs and site development
options.

Summit Hall Smoke House Restoration - The smoke house at
Summit Hall Farm dates from circa 1810 and is one of the oldest
structures within the City of Gaithersburg whichremains an
important reminder of the City’s agrarian past. It is also an
interpretive site.

In 2013, Mark Thaler AIA documented the existing condition of
the log structure, including interviewing surviving family members
and conducting archival research and made
recommendations for its restoration. Individual log conditions
were documented along with an analysis of the chinking and
daubing, foundation, and roof. In 2015, LTRW completed
construction documents for the structure’s restoration, which
was completed in 2017.



HISTORIC FARM SITE AND BUILDING ANALYSIS

JACOB STRONG JR. HOMESTEAD
TORRINGTON, CT

LTRW provided comprehensive analysis  of the c. 1750 Jacob
Strong, Jr. House, a 19th century barn and ice house, and 25
acres of adjacent property. The study also included a Phase
1a Archaeological Study of the area surrounding the
homestead. The house itself is the oldest remaining structure in
the City of Torrington.

The report was funded by the Connecticut Trust for Historic
Preservation and the City of Torrington, CT in preparation of
the potential acquisition of the property by the City.

The study included a complete existing conditions evaluation
of the three structures, identification of what work would be
required for their  restoration, rehabilitation, and reuse,
prioritization of repairs,  and budget construction cost
estimating.

Analysis  of the 25-acre site included a description of existing
conditions and exploration of potential uses that would be
economically viable for the City of Torrington, including the
establishment of a center for the arts.

In1929 the property was purchased by Pablo Abbate,  a
renowned, classically- trained sculptor who resided on the
property until  the 1970s. The original barn was converted for
use as his  studio. All of  the structures  are listed in the
Connecticut State Register of Historic Places.



MASONRY RESTORATION

FORT JOHNSTOWN
JOHNSTOWN, NY

Lacey Thaler Reilly Wilson provided masonry restoration
consulting services for Fulton County for the restoration of historic
Fort Johnstown building envelope, a former military post and
county jail built in 1772 and added to the National Register of
Historic Places in 1981.

The project consisted of stabilizing and repointing the two-foot
thick stone masonry walls of the original jail; installation of new
below-grade drainage to relieve hydrostatic pressure from the
foundations.

Work also included grout injection to fill significant voids in the
masonry where original lime mortar had washed out over time;
restoration of the anchorage embedment for the original and
second-generation iron bars at masonry openings; stabilization
of the stepped fieldstone foundation walls; replacement of hard,
portland cement mortar and waterproofing coatings from stone
and brick masonry with a more compatible lime-based mortar
pointing mix; and restoration and repainting of the historic
windows.

Because the 1880s and 1900s brick masonry wings were painted
from very early in their existence and are an important
character-defining feature of the overall building, they were
recoated with a resilient but breathable silicate coating system
by KEIM.

This phase of the exterior restoration of the jail was completed
in October 2017.



PRESERVATION PLAN

HAROLD HESS LUSTRON HOUSE
CLOSTER, NJ

Lacey Thaler Reilly Wilson Architecture & Preservation recently
completed a Preservation Plan which documents the history of
a 1949 Lustron House. The plan includes the existing conditions
of the house and recommendations for repairs on the
mechanical system as well as the interior and exterior of the
house and garage. Additionally, recommendations were given
to specific concerns, including treatment of the breezeway,
repair of the garage door, replacement of modern fixtures with
period-specific models, the possible removal of modern linoleum
covering original tiles, and removal of paint from enameled steel
surfaces. Additionally, a plan for ADA accessibility was
completed as the house is anticipated to be used for public
events.

As required with the Preservation Plan, we completed a code
review, structural overview, evaluation of the mechanical,
electrical, plumbing and fire protection systems and prepared
a cost estimate with a list of prioritized recommendations.

The Preservation Plan will serve as a guide and planning  tool for
the property’s long-term preservation and use.  The property is
owned by the Borough of Closter, NJ and will be open to the
public upon its restoration. The Preservation Plan was funded
and reviewed by the New Jersey Historic Preservation Office.
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CONTACT

GOVERNMENT
CLIENTS

In addition to the government clients listed below,
we have recently been awarded 3 term contracts
with government agencies and are awaiting task
orders.

▪ Albany County, New York

▪ Borough of Closter, New Jersey

▪ City of Albany, New York

▪ City of Amsterdam, New York

▪ City of Gaithersburg, Maryland

▪ City of Saratoga Springs, New York

▪ City of Torrington, Connecticut

▪ Fulton County, New York

▪ Montgomery County, New York

▪ National Archives and Records Administra-
tion

▪ National Park Service

▪ New York State

▪ Orange County, New York

▪ Town of Colonie, New York

▪ United Nations

▪ US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

▪ US Department of State

▪ US Navy (NAVFAC)

▪ Washington State


